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HonNORING OUR VETERANS

Valentini was part
of the Flying Tigers

B A good meal during the Depression
wasnOt taken for granted

EditorOs Note:This is the first in a
series of articles that will be published
in November honoring World War I
veterans. The stories were written by
HDT summer student intern Matt Nel-
son.

(XX ]
rank Valentini grew up on the
Flron Range of the 1920s and

30s, where nearly every family
kept a gigantic vegetable garden in
their backyard. It was a place where
picking wild berries wasn’t only an
enjoyable past time, but also a
dependable food source.

The Iron Range was a place where
a child’s whole world was encom-
passed by the few blocks surrounding
his or her home.

“Wonderful,” Valentini replied
when asked what it was like growing
up in Chisholm. “Just wonderful. We
played all the games we could’ve
played as kids—a lot of hide-and-
seek.” They had a program in the
summer that ran from the first week
of June to the end of August. The
program was a contest among the
neighborhood children, with prizes
ranging from tennis shoes to “dunga-
rees” (traditional jeans) and the big
one: a trip to McCarthy Beach.

These kind of fun recreational
activities became crucial to the chil-
dren and their families after 1929,
when the Great Depression hit the
United States. Mines on the Iron
Range downsized suddenly and in
some cases nearly ceased to exist.
Aesthetic values abruptly became
replaced by ones of necessity when
people stopped mowing their lawns
in order to find more time for work.

Valentini spent the first few years
of the Depression in middle and high
school. One of the things he chiefly
remembers from those years was the
Chisholm basketball team winning
the championships from 1930-1934.
Each of those years, the students
would be allowed to miss school and
sit in the auditorium to listen to the
radio broadcast of the game. “In my
sophomore year, I thought it was a
holiday,” says Valentini with a smile.

Valentini joined the CCC in the late
1930s. His brother had joined up
with the original group in 1933,
paving the way for Valentini
to enter. The benefits of the \ l
CCC were many — includ-
ing some unexpected ones. ‘w=
“My brothers were always
saying ‘You can’t do this!
You can’t do that!” — very
domineering. I got away
from them for a while when
I went off to the camp,”
Valentini comments, chuckling.

His duties were many — Valentini
was responsible for fighting forest
fires, building roads and look-out
towers, and of course, planting trees.
“We would also do a deer count,
where we would walk through the
woods in a line and count the deer as
we went,” he said. “I liked that job
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Frank Valentini joined the CCC in the late 1930s. He was responsible for
fighting forest fires, building roads, look-out towers and planting trees.

The CCC camps were run by, and
according to, the Army. “Our captain
was 5 feet 4 inches tall. He was a
strict. I never saw him smile once. He
ran a good camp, though. We had to
be back by four o’clock every day
sharp,” he said. Despite the scrupu-
lous attention given to the men, they
dldn t seem to mind it much. Part of

the reason must certainly be
f " attributed to the meals,

. ~ which were hearty and
‘ nutritious. “We had meat
and potatoes and dessert for
supper,” he said. “I didn’t
know what dessert was until
™, [ got to the CCC camp.”

§ _Modern Americans don’t
\ always appreciate a good meal;
the men of the CCC camp thought
differently. A good meal during the
Depression was never taken for
granted.

Valentini remembers hearing about
Adolf Hitler’s rise to power during
the 1930s, but doesn’t remember
worrying about it too much. “We first
heard about it in 1933, and from

too much interest,” he said. The
American response to Hitler’s rise
was slow, primarily because of the
isolationism policies set into effect
after World War 1. Valentini, who
taught history at Chisholm for nearly
three decades, explained how Ameri-
ca wanted to keep to herself in the
years preceding the second world
war. This probably hurt the world
more than helping it — Europe was
also dealing with crippling economic
turmoils after World War I. While the
United States focused on restoring its
economy, the rest of the Europe
struggled, ultimately giving Hitler the
opportunities he needed to take con-
trol of Germany.

Franklin Roosevelt was elected to a
third term partly because of the isola-
tionist policies he advocated. He
knew the storm was coming, howev-
er, when in 1940 he enacted the first
peacetime draft law, and America
slowly began to gear up for war.

America entered the war shortly
after the infamous Pearl Harbor

by Ted Anderson
Staff Writer

HIBBING Even
though he didn’t even see a
deer, Minnesota Governor
Tim Pawlenty was all
smiles Saturday at the Hib-
bing Park Hotel following
his morning hunt.

Pawlenty - like most
hunters - said it was a sat-
isfying and a beautiful

GovERNOR'S DEER OPENER

Mark Sauer/Mesabi Daily News
Minnesota Gov. Tim Pawlenty gestures to reporters while
talking about his deer hunt in the woods near Hibbing
Saturday morning which didnOt result in shooting a deer.
The 2007 GovernorOs Deer Opener was hosted by Hibbing
area chapter of the Minnesota Deer Hunters Association.
To PawlentyOs right is Department of Natural Resources
Commissioner Mark Holsten, whose party also didnOt bag
a deer. But the governor and commissioner both said
their time in the woods with family members and friends
made for a highly successful morning of hunting.

A beautiful day

for deer hunting

B Governor doesnOt
bag a buck

morning to be hunting deer
in the Hibbing area. He
added that he also enjoyed
a pleasurable evening Fri-
day night in a typical Min-
nesota deer camp setting.
“People enjoy hunting
from a family and friends
tradition standpoint
because it gives Min-
nesotans a chance to get

See Deer , Page 5A

by Melissa Cox
Staff Wiriter

HIBBING — Hundreds of
people searched for great
finds and good bargains at
craft fairs, boutiques and
holiday festivals Saturday
during opening craft hunt-
ing weekend.

For many, the first week-
end of Minnesota firearms
deer hunting season is a
time of shopping, fellow-
ship and community as
they attend fall bazaars.

“It gives women some-
thing to do when their hus-
bands are hunting,” said

CoMMUNITY

Hunting for great finds
and good bargains

M Fall festivals and holiday
bazaars draw large crowds

ta Boznak and Joyce Dague
having lunch at the “Holly
Days” Bazaar at Our Sav-
ior’s Lutheran Church.

“We can’t wait until deer
hunting season every year,”
Boznak said with a smile.

Attending craft fairs in
November has been a tradi-
tion for the threesome for
about 15 years. There was
also a time when Stolham-
mer and Dague had their
own boutique.

They get up at the crack
of dawn to start their
adventure. Dague makes
the list of places they want

bombing in December of 1941. Valen- ¢ See Hunting
because it was just walking and did-  there it was a steady thing. We didn’t . Signora Stolhammer, who ’
n’t require any manual labor.” want to get involved. There wasn’t See Valentini , Page 5A | was with her friends Alber- Page 6A
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Valentini: Remembers his time serving the country during World War II

From Page 1A

tini first heard about the
momentous event while in
Detroit with a friend. Upon
learning the news, Valenti-
ni’s friend (who was cur-
rently serving in the draft)
told him that he would see
Valentini again in six
months. The next time the
two friends met, five years
later, the friend admitted to
him, “I was wrong.”

Valentini became caught
up in the patriotic frenzy
following Pearl Harbor and
volunteered for the Navy.
After he was rejected, he
decided to wait until his
number for the draft was
called. But as he says, “the
army lost him.” As the war
progressed, one by one of
the seven Valentini brothers
were drafted, but not Frank,
who at the time was prime
draft material.

“They drafted my brother,
and he had a wife and kid,”
he said. “I thought, what’s
the deal with this, drafting
him before me? So when he
went to get his draft orders,
I went with him and asked
them what was going on.
They said, “You're Frank
Valentini? Oh, we’ve been
looking for you!”.”

Valentini’s military career
began at Fort Snelling,
where he was given an apti-
tude test. This test resulted
in him being sent to the
Signal Corps, where he
received field operator’s
training and was made a
Technician 5th Grade. He
was sent to Camp Kilmer —
the “kicking-off place,” and
then sent overseas to India.
Valentini was moved again
and eventually flew over
the “Hump,” the notorious
air travel path over the
Himalayas where planes
were often buffeted by
extreme winds of 125 miles
per hour or worse. He land-
ed in China, where he was
immediately put into the
China-Burma-India (CBI)
Theater of World War II.

The purpose of the CBI
Theater was to set up sta-
tions on the eastern coast of
China. As Japan was being
attacked from the east by
United States “island hop-
pers,” these stations were
going to be used to attack
Japan from the west.
Although the project made
perfect sense from a mili-
tary point of view, unex-
pected problems seemed to
arise at every possible occa-
sion.

“The Chinese were fight-
ing the Japanese long
before we got there,” Valen-
tini said. “We just stepped
in.” The battles had been
going on as early as 1931,
when Japan invaded
Manchuria in what has
become known as the
“Mukden incident” and
slowly pushed into China.
Chiang Kai-Shek, China’s
military and political leader,
was unable to concentrate
his resources on the attacks
because of the rising num-
bers of Chinese commu-
nists. As Chiang famously
said, “The Japanese are a
disease of skin. The Com-

munists are a disease of
heart.” When Pearl Harbor
was attacked 10 years after
the Mukden Incident, the
United States joined the
fighting.

“We worked hand in
hand with the Chinese,”
Valentini said. “The lan-
guage barrier was difficult,
but the interpreters were
very good. The enlisted Chi-
nese were separate from the
Chinese officers. The enlist-
ed Chinese weren’t treated
so well. They got two meals
a day, just rice. Some didn’t
have shoes, some didn’t
have shirts. The officers
were treated much differ-
ently as they were the elite.
They didn’t win too many
battles in that way, in my
opinion.”

Conditions in the CBI
Theater were primitive.
American soldiers joked
that Japan didn’t want the
part of China they were in
because it was so remote—
it was an ancient place rich
in traditions, some that
weren’t the warm and
fuzzy kind. “The people
there still had the old-fash-
ioned idea that women
needed to have small feet,”
he said. “They would bind
their feet when they were
young ladies. We always
knew the age of the women
based on the size of their
feet.” The inconvenient
geography proved to be a
major factor in getting sup-
plies to the men. “After the
Burma Road was closed
down, everything had to be
flown in,” Valentini says.
The Burma Road, famous
for its 21 curves, slopes
through some of the most
treacherous and mountain-
ous terrain on the planet.
Before World War II, no car
had driven on the Burma
Road; however, at the start
of the war, the Road was
the only land route into the
CBI Theater. The Japanese
captured part of the Burma
Road in 1942, and for the
better part of three years all
supplies came by air, over
the perilous “Hump” men-
tioned earlier. “We didn’t
get much of anything, but
you were used to it,” he
said. To solve the problem,
the United States created
the Ledo Road, a bypass to
the Burma Road. Trucking
finally resumed in early
1945.

Valentini says that the
biggest city he saw was
Kunming, “about the size of
Hibbing.” Kunming was the
headquarters of the 14th Air
Force, also called the “Fly-
ing Tigers,” of which Valen-
tini was a part of.

“We worked in groups of
six,” he said. “We had two
radio operators, two code
men, and two officers. I
was a radio operator.”
Valentini’s unit was often
called to jump ahead when-
ever the Chinese and Amer-
icans captured another
Japanese base. Usually they
traveled in jeeps or trucks
from one base to another,
although Valentini says that
he did fly several times.
“We sent coded messages

Building at Mpls. Veterans Home
closed; 50 residents evacuated

MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — A
residential building at the
Minneapolis Veterans Home
was closed and 50 residents
were evacuated Friday after
officials discovered crum-
bling bricks and rusting
steel girders that were the
result of water damage.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Health waived a
rule requiring a seven-day
notice before residents may
be moved, and the evacua-
tion began Friday morning.
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The residents were taken to
an adjacent nursing home.

Sandra Larson, spokes-
woman for the Minnesota
Veterans Homes Board, said
the damage was due to
water seepage.

“We’re not sure just how
bad the (water seepage) sit-
uation is, but we moved the
residents to be safe,” she
said. It wasn’t clear whether
Building 9 could be fixed.
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to the air bases — to tell
them what bombing was
necessary,” he said. One
message in particular
stands out in Valentini’s
mind. “I was on the radio
on June 6th, 1944,” he
recalled. “My call numbers
were Eight Nan George, and
I was contacting Roger Bak-
er Eight. I said, ‘Roger Bak-
er Eight, Eight Nan George,
how do you read me?’ All
he says is, ‘We want to
report, the big show has
started over there.”

Medical attention was
readily available in the form
of Mobile Army Surgical
Hospitals (MASH), but as
Valentini put it, “the value
of life in those hospitals
was almost nil. They had so
many people coming in ... it
was impossible to fix them
all.”

The Fourteenth Air Force
Frank worked with had the
nickname of the “Flying
Tigers,” most likely derived
from the various emblems
painted on their planes.
One of these emblems has
turned into one of the most
recognizable signs of the
war — the shark-faced
fighter.

(X X ]

There were a few tense
moments, such as when the
fighting wasn’t going well
at the front. When he was
asked how close to the
front his unit was, Valentini
said, “Close enough! We
moved right with the front.
They’d be going up the
mountain, we’d be right
behind. The wounded
would be carried right on
past us.” It is here that the
value of the six-person
team becomes the most
clear. “[The soldiers moving
ahead] needed us. They
needed our air support, and
we were there to communi-
cate with the air support.”
Valentini didn’t realize it at
the time, but his role in the
group was extremely impor-
tant. “My sergeant told me,
‘Val, we better take care of
you. Without me, they
wouldn’t have had much of
a chance to communicate
with that air support,” he
said.

Valentini served from
1943 until 1945 and finally
got home in 1946. He was
supposed to be sent home
on May 8, 1945, but fate
stepped in. “I had never
been home! Never. I had
spent 24 months in the CBI
and I was eligible to go
home,” he said. The orders
were all set, but then the
War in Europe was won,
leaving the Japanese inva-
sion as a final step towards
peace. “I said to the ser-
geant, “‘What the hell do
you mean I can’t go home?’
He said to me, ‘Think about
it, Val, we’re sending peo-
ple from Europe to the
Pacific. You’re here already.
You’re next door to Japan,”
recalled Valentini.

The dropping of the
atomic bomb has been a
focus of controversy ever
since its use. Valentini was
in favor the bomb being
used. After all, he would
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have been among the first
into Japan if the United
States had been forced to
invade. The chances of him
coming back from a Japan-
ese invasion were unlikely.
On his way back to the
United States, Valentini and
other members of the unit
stopped in Calcutta. Valenti-
ni remembers; “We saw the
cadavers in the streets, and
the cattle roaming around.
We went to the British
Royale Hotel to have dinner.
And these people were
dying in the streets. We
couldn’t find the hotel, so
we asked a local, “We look
British Royale Hotel. British.
Hotel! The man said to us,
‘My good fellow, I do not
comprehend as to what you
inquire.” He spoke better
English than we did!”
Valentini was finally dis-
charged at Fort McCoy on
Nov. 3, 1945. He had
served a total of three years,
three months, and 13 days
in the Air Force, all without

a furlough. Another notable
fact about the Valentini
family is that Valentini and
his seven brothers all
served at some point and
place in World War II. After
the GI Bill was passed,
Valentini went to school to
get the education he needed
to become a school teacher.
He later taught in the
Chisholm schools for nearly
30 years.

Valentini kept in touch
with a member of his unit
named Arthur Camara who
had moved to Hawaii for
the first couple of years
after the war, but when
Valentini decided to become
a teacher, the correspon-
dence gradually faded. In
2000, Valentini and his wife
got a chance to go to
Hawaii because their grand-
son was an excellent tennis
player and made it to the
finals. While in Hawaii,
Valentini found Camara,
whom he had not seen in
55 years. “I called him on

the phone,” he said. “I
knew it was him, because I
asked him if he learned
anything about Minnesota
during the war. He said,
“Ten thousand lakes!””

They met up later during
the trip. “He said to me,
‘Shorty, what’ve you been
up to these last 55 years?’ I
told him, ‘I became a
school teacher. He looked
at me and said, ‘You said
you were going to do that!’
I couldn’t believe he’d
remembered that,” he said.

Valentini was asked about
his opinions on the term,
“The Greatest Generation.”
He replied, “I agree with it.
We were a great generation
because we were there dur-
ing that time in history. We
went through a depression,
and we did what we had to
do. It just so happens I was
a part of it.”

Deer: Gov. had high hopes of getting a deer

From Page 1A

out in nature,” Pawlenty said. “There are
fewer and fewer chances for people to do
that. For all those reasons, this is a great
sport and we want to promote it.

“Getting a deer is just icing on the cake.
Just being in the great outdoors of beautiful
northern Minnesota, being in nature, spend-
ing time with friends, relaxing. Whether you
get a deer or not is somewhat secondary to
the overall experience.”

This is the fifth year of the Governor‘s
Hunting Opener, and Pawlenty said he has
bagged just one deer during that time, that
coming during the second year when the
opener was conducted in Grand Rapids.

“That Grand Rapids moment was a high-
light,” Pawlenty laughed. “We unfortunate-
ly took a pass on some small does a few
years ago. I wish in hindsight we would
have taken them. We were waiting for the
big buck and he never came.”

Pawlenty, who hunted with his brother,
said he enjoyed his Friday night camp expe-
rience, complete with a dinner of venison
and onions with fried potatoes.

“People were telling stories of this year or
that year that they would deer hunt, or tell
some funny story of what happened to
grandpa or uncle,” Pawlenty said. “It is just
a wonderful time where people can shut off
the cell phones and just interact with each
other as humans and friends, and that is a
great thing.”

Mark Holston, executive director of the
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
(DNR), also hunted in the governor’s party.
He said deer hunting is big in many ways in
Minnesota.

“Deer hunting in Minnesota has so many
facets to talk about,” Holston said. “It is the
families all coming together. You had fami-
lies from grandparents all the way down to
grandchildren getting together last night.
They are again together today out in the
field chasing that deer. From a family side,
that’s so important for all of us to get
together.”

Holston said the deer herd in the state is
doing extremely well and the hunting sea-
son is one of the tools used by the DNR to
keep numbers in check.

“We have a lot of deer in this state, and
we really need the deer hunter out there to
help us manage that deer herd so that our
forest health stays in place so our forest
economy stays strong,” Holston explained.
“Too many deer are going to impact the
trees and impact our forest economy. They
are going to also impact us on our insur-

ance rates because out on the roadways a
lot of us are having unfortunate experi-
ences.

“We also need to manage that herd from
a deer disease perspective. We need to keep
that deer herd down and reduce that herd in
many parts of the state.”

Holston added that deer hunting is a huge
economic boost — especially in rural areas
of Minnesota. He said about half a million
hunters, many from the metropolitan area,
invade the woods each year.

“It is a big economic boost for a lot of
people,” Holston said.

Pawlenty said deer hunting overall pro-
vides half a billion dollars a year in eco-
nomic impact in the state.

“It is a huge boost to our economy, and
most of that is in Greater Minnesota, so it is
a good thing,” Pawlenty said.

Mark Johnson, executive director of the
Minnesota Deer Hunters Association
(MDHA) which has state headquarters in
Grand Rapids, said the event in the Hibbing
area went off well. He said sites for the
hunting opener are selected depending on
what type of volunteer base is available.

“That really comes back to MDHA, so
that is why we are so much involved,”
Johnson said. “The governor wanted to
come to the Iron Range and hunt and expe-
rience the passion that is up here for deer
hunting.”

Johnson said he was hunting near the
governor in an area a little northwest of
Hibbing and let a small 10-point buck go by
during the morning hunt.

“I was on one side of the highway and
the governor was on the other, and there
was fresh wolf sign on his side of the high-
way. So, they probably went through last
night and that is probably going to affect
the deer,” Johnson explained.

Pawlenty said he had a goal of bagging a
deer this year, and said he was somewhat
disappointed he was unable to do so Satur-
day morning.

“I had high hopes of getting a deer, but it
is hard to shoot one if you don’t see one,”
the governor explained. “I will just have to
reload for next year.”

Pawlenty said his entire stay in the Hib-
bing area during the event has been tremen-
dous.

“The Hibbing community has just been
terrific. The people have been very friendly
to us and we appreciate that,” Pawlenty
said. “The great thing about hunting is that
it is not Republican or Democrat — it is just
Minnesotans.”

ATTENTION

Effective Monday, Nov. 5, 2007
the business office of
The Hibbing Daily Tribune
will begin our

winter hours.

WE WILL NOW BE OPEN
MONDAY-FRIDAY
8 AM-4:30 PM
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